DIRECTIONS FOR THE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT FOR ALL 2023-2024 SENIORS

Section I. Close Reading Directions: Read the steps carefully. Complete all three steps before
moving to “Section III. Writing”
Choose two of the following Common Application prompts.
Print the 2 articles associated with each of the prompts.
a. Page numbers refer to the summer packet students received in their email
Annotate all four of the printed essays using the instructions in Section II. You are not required to
answer associated discussion questions, though they are helpful for comprehension work.

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.

e Professional Essay - Pages -1-6: “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” - Anzaldia

e Student Essay - Pages 7-8: Christiane Zhang

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time
when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the
experience?
e Professional Essay -Pages 9-16: “I was the Worst High School Quarterback Ever” - Keefe
e Student Essay - Pages 17-18: Lazarus D.

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking?
What was the outcome?

e Professional Essay - Pages 19-22: “The Back of the Bus” - Mebane

e Student Essay - Pages 23-25: David Roberts

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a
surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

e Professional Essay - Pages 26-28: “Unforgettable Miss Bessie” - Rowan

e Student Essay - Pages 29-31: Yueming C.

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new
understanding of yourself or others.

e Professional Essay - Pages 32-33: “No Rainbows, No Roses” - Dipo

e Student Essay - Pages 34-35: Leslie Ojeaburu

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose track of time. Why does
it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?

e Professional Essay - Pages 36-40: “How to Give Orders Like a Man” - Tannen

e Student Essay - Pages 41-44-: Mariam Nassiri



Section II. Annotation Directions
ANNOTATING A TEXT

When you annotate a text, you generate a record of response to your reading. Such a record can prove
valuable to you later when you proceed to analysis.

Annotating a text is not the same thing as underlining a few words or highlighting several lines.
Annotating a text involves an interactive approach with a text’s language and images. This approach
should help you discover what you find important, what you want to explore, and/or what you find
puzzling about a text.

Approach a text as if you were entering a discussion with it, for its words, phrases, and images do indeed
communicate. At times a particular text’s meaning is clear; at other times it isn’t. Either way, you can
note such encounters and offer comments. Your discussion with a text occurs as you engage with its
words, phrases, and images—its embodied ideas. You are thinking as you read; indeed, reading itself is
thinking. In annotating a text you establish a written record of your interactive discussion. You discern
meaning, purpose, and effect.

If you fail to note what you find remarkable, the initial ideas and important questions you have while
reading may be lost to you. In annotating a text, you make it possible to return to it later to rethink what
you considered important.

Techniques for annotating a text will vary, since each reader generates his or her own reading, which
means each reader will identify with different portions of a text as worthwhile, interesting, and/or
remarkable.

Annotation Directions: Note places in the text that are worthy of remark (hence, remarkable) and
explain.

A List of Guiding Questions:

1. Where do particular ideas or claims pull you in or capture your attention?

2. Label ideas that emerge from the text.
3. Label features, figures of speech, that are at work.
4. Describe patterns emerge from your markings?
5. How do particular portions of this text link or connect with each other?
6. What key words, phrases, and ideas emerge in several places?
7. Have you asked questions? How have you answered them?
a. Given a second reading, how have your annotations changed?
b. Have any questions been answered? What new questions have emerged?
8. How do your annotations add up and categorize?
9. Note specific places where you clearly experience the rhetor’s intentions and state what you think
those intentions are.
10. Note places where you think the rhetor’s intentions are unclear, and explain why.

11. Note other texts in your reading experience that link to this text link and explain the link.



Section III. Writing Directions (Complete all three of the following steps before the first day of
classes in August)

1. Assume the role of a college entrance admissions counselor (meaning a person who has never met
the student-author and who is evaluating their “fit” for the school with minimal time for
consideration). For each of the annotated essays, identify and comment on the essential qualities
and character strengths of the speaker. One paragraph per essay, minimum. Due on the first day

of class.

2. Before writing your own essay, create a bulleted list of your key academic courses,
extracurricular experiences, honors and awards, volunteer experience, travel, interests, hobbies,
personal background, and any other categories that identify central aspects of your life. Due on

the first day of class.

3. Write a college application essay in perfect MLA format. Due on the first day of class.

o The essay demonstrates your ability to write clearly and concisely on a selected topic and
helps you distinguish yourself in your own voice. What do you want the readers of your
application to know about you apart from courses, grades, and test scores? Choose the
option that best helps you answer that question and write an essay of no more than 650
words, using the prompt to inspire and structure your response. Remember: 650 words is
your limit, not your goal. Use the full range if you need it, but don’t feel obligated to do

s0. (The application will not accept a response shorter than 250 words.)
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Josh Keefe, "l was the Worst High School Quarterback Ever: Lessons from a

Winless Career"
Slate 8/26/14

I’ve spent more than a decade stewing over it, rolling the memories around in my head,
wondering if it could’ve really been that bad. Now, I’'m ready to accept my place in history. Of
the thousands of American boys who have played quarterback for their high school football
teams, 1 was the worst.

1 went 0-23 as the starting quarterback for John Bapst Memorial High School in Bangor, Maine,
a perfectly imperfect record that came during a longer schoolwide run of 41 consecutive losses.
The Bapst losing streak began in 1998, when 1 was an eighth-grader playing quarterback for a
middle school team that won one game. It ended in 2003, in the second game of the first season
after I graduated. As the guy under center for nearly three full seasons, that streak feels like mine

more than anyone else’s.

That’s not to say it was all my fault. Losing was a total team effort. We were the John Bapst
Crusaders, and we never came close to the Holy Land. During my three years of varsity football,
we did not once have a lead. Our closest defeat was a 6-0 shutout. My sophomore season, the
year I arrived at John Bapst and took over at quarterback, we scored 20 points fotal. During my
junior year, we had something of an offensive explosion, averaging more than 9 points a game.
We followed that up by scoring 21 points my whole senior year. This was against teams from the
smallest schools in eastern Maine, which is about as far you can get, both geographically and
athletically, from the high school football hotbeds of California, Texas, and Florida. I did not, to
my knowledge, ever play against anyone who was all that good at football. And yet we lost,
again and again, almost always by more than 30. points.

I won the starting quarterback job my sophomore year, despite the fact that I weighed about 150
pounds and the balls I threw looked like wounded birds fighting a stiff breeze. And yet, 1
replaced a bigger, stronger junior mostly thanks to two lucky—really, miraculous—plays that I
pulled off while still the backup. The first was a 43-yard touchdown scramble in garbage time of
a 526 loss. 1 broke a few tackles, reversed field, found a crease, and dived for the pylon to get
the score. It looked great, but in reality the only reason I scored was that the other team thought 1
was down and had given up on the play. Two games later, I came in just a couple of minutes
before halftime. We were losing of course and had the ball in our own territory. A few plays in, 1
threw an 8-yard out well over the intended receiver’s head. Somehow, another of my teammates
caught the overthrow and scampered 70 yards for a touchdown. In just a few minutes of playing
time at quarterback, I had accounted for all of our team’s scoring up to that point in the season.
Nobody seemed to know or care that both plays were complete flukes. I started the next week,
and we scored just one touchdown in the remaining five games.

“We thought that you were naturally more creative,” Bruce Pratt, the head coach my freshman
year and an assistant my sophomore season, told me recently when I asked why the coaches had
made me the starter. “The quarterback was going to be running for his life.”



That was true, at least the running-for-my-life part. I would scrambie as soon as the ball was
hiked, reversing field three or four times in a single play. 1 wouldn’t make particularly good
passes on the run, nor did I rush for many yards. But 1 did make the plays last longer. I avoided
hulking lineman, pump-faking every other step and spinning away from would-be tacklers. I
played, essentially, like somebody avoiding the bulls in Pamplona. And more often than not, the
bulls ran me down.

I can still feel those failures—and the feeling that I, personally, was a fajlure.

No one ever really taught me how to read a defense, and I couldn’t tell you if our opponents were
playing man or zone. We ran a pro-style offense my sophomore year and found more success my
Junior season by running an old-style T formation, which relied on fakes and trickery to mitigate
the fact that we couldn’t block anyone. Every year we had a different head coach. Every year we
thought that would mean a fresh start. Every year we were quickly disappointed. In spite of all
this, I worked hard. I lifted in the offseason. I practiced throwing on my own time. I wanted to be
good. And yet, I was honestly, genuinely, mortifyingly bad.

“You were the perfect quarterback for an awful team,” is how my friend and former teammate
Alex Rand explains it. You can’t be as bad at something as I was at football without seeing the
humor in it. T created ironic distance between myself and my failure, as all of us Crusaders did.
On the bus ride to our practice field (which was on the campus of a mental hospital) we cheered
wildly at every red light and stop sign because each second we were delayed meant one fewer
spent at practice. The bus driver eventually started rolling through stop signs just to mess with us
and disrupt the timing of our applause.

Despite all the comedy, both intentional and unintentional, I still feel a kind of low-grade,
stomach-knotting despair when I think back on my high school football career. Those losses
don’t sting as much as they once did, but I can still feel those failures—and the feeling that 1,
personally, was a failure.

I’ve never known how to process my high school football experience. We all lost, but as the
supposed leader on the field I always felt like the avatar of our ineptitude. Only recently have I
realized that there must be others out there like me, schoolboy quarterbacks who couldn’t tell
you what it feels like to score more points than the other team. And so I tracked down some other
winless high school quarterbacks to see if they felt how I felt, and if they could help me
understand the point of all that losing. If nothing else, they helped me understand just how bad I
really was. It tums out, yeah, I’'m the worst.

* %k %

The quarterback position was invented in 1880 when Walter Camp put forward a rule change at
the fourth intercollegiate football convention. Camp’s proposal allowed a player on the line of
scrimmage to kick the ball backward to initiate the offensive action, creating the possibility of set
plays and strategy in a game that had previously been a rugby-style free-for-all. The player that
received the ball, the one responsible for making order out of chaos, was called the “quarter-
back.”

@



With the later advent of the forward pass, and the innovations and complexities that came along
with it, the quarterback became the play caller and unquestioned leader on the gridiron.
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, by the early 1930s the term “quarterback” was
being used figuratively to describe a person in a leadership position. With the explosion of the
passing game and the increasing cultural valorization of scholastic sports in the post-war era, the
quarterback became more important than ever, both as an athletic hero and a sort of apex
predator of the high school ecosystem. You don’t have to know a thing about football to
understand that the high school quarterback is an enduring American archetype. He leads his.
team, the school, and the community. He is strong, graceful, and charismatic. He dates the

prettiest girl.

A quarterback who never wins a game is an inversion of everything the position represents. He is
an illiterate valedictorian, a superhero who lets the bad guys destroy the universe. I was never
cool, and I never dated the beautiful girls. Putting on my helmet every day was excruciating on -
account of the acne minefield dotting my forehead. I was much more likely to get sent to
detention for my untucked shirt (a dress code violation) than to win any kind of acclaim from my

classmates.

In addition to my role on the football field, I also rode the bench for the varsity basketball team.
After practice one day my sophomore year, the upperclassmen were discussing how good the
football team would be if they all went out for the squad. “I don’t even know who plays
quarterback,” one of them said, before asserting that any of them could probably play the
position better than whoever it was who did. Then they all started to wonder: Just who was the
quarterback of the football team? I finally offered that it was me, and they politely changed the
subject. Our team was so pathetic that even a bunch of high school jocks could see that it was
cruel to mock us. :

The quarterback is both an athletic hero and an apex predator of the high school ecosystem.

“People do kind of look down at the quarterback and think, You re the leader and you're not
winning games,” Al Gunderson told me. Gunderson became the starting quarterback for Sturgis
Brown High School in Sturgis, South Dakota, toward the end of the 1997 season, his sophomore
year. His first start at quarterback was the first of 79 consecutive losses for the Sturgis Scoopers.
“I’m sure you felt the same way,” he told me, commiserating. “You kinda felt this pressure on
your shoulders and you’re thinking,Man, what am I doing wrong here?”

I was doing a lot wrong. In my 2% years at the helm, I believe that I passed for four touchdowns
and ran for another while throwing a few dozen interceptions. In a season preview published
before my senior year, the Bangor Daily News claimed that 1 completed 34 of 88 pass attempts
my junior season. I’d like to confirm those numbers, but my former coaches don’t have statistics
or film from those seasons. This, it seems, is pretty common.



This is probably not a photo of a touchdown pass.
Photo illustration by Siate. Photo courtesy of Josh Keefe.

Nobody keeps track of statistics for terrible high school teams. The history of scholastic sports is
written not by but for the winners. No one wants to make a high school kid feel bad about losing.
One post-game newspaper write-up I unearthed praised a defense for picking off three passes but
was careful not to mention the quarterback who threw them: me. (The box score of that game
indicated that I completed four passes to go along with my three picks.) The National Federation
of State High School Associations, the website MaxPreps, and the Maine Principals’
Association (the governing body of Maine high school athletics) couldn’t provide me any
information about long losing streaks and the quarterbacks who were a part of them. I was told
they didn’t track “negative” statistics. Our streak, like many high school football losing streaks
that didn’t approach a national or state record, was only quantified and discussed in print when it
ended, when it could be celebrated as an accomplishment by a tough group of kids who refused
to give up.

The players and coaches who never got that win, however, don’t get that acclaim. And some of
them don’t want to rehash all those bad memories. “Who’d want to talk about that?” Cleveland
Dansby, the former head coach at Phoenix’s Carl Hayden Community High School asked me
when I sought his help in finding quarterbacks to interview. Dansby took over the team in 2005
when it was 24 games into what would eventually become a 66-game losing streak. “That’s
embarrassing,” he said.



“You want to give a kid the experience of success, that’s what keeps them going,” Dansby
explained. He knew what success felt like: Dansby led South Mountain High School to the 1993
5A state championship game (and coached future NFL defensive backs Terry Fair and Rashad
Bauman) before moving on to rebuild Carl Hayden’s program in the 2000s. “Put a kid in a
position to be successful and that kid will flourish. But if you keep him around negative stuff,
where he doesn’t have a chance to win, what are you doing to that kid?”

I wondered that myself. The sad thing was, so did our opponents.

We would often get beaten so badly in the first half that the clock would run continuously after
halftime as a form of mercy. In addition to fielding their JV teams in the second half (and
sometimes their freshman by the fourth quarter), our adversaries would sometimes stop returning
punts and let us kick the ball into an empty defensive backfield, where it would roll around and
run a bit more time off the clock.

I assumed that this kind of humiliating compassion was a common experience for losing teams.
“No, we never got any of that,” Gunderson, the former Sturgis quarterback, told me. It turns out
that the John Bapst Crusaders weren’t just bad. We were bad relative to teams that accumulated

losses with historic consistency.

“Thiﬁt is classic,” Gary Marx told me when I explained the running-clock scenario. Marx, who’s
now a reporter for the Chicago Tribune, was the starting quarterback for the winless 1973
Harvard School (now Harvard-Westlake) team in Los Angeles. “I don’t remember anybody
taking mercy on us,” Marx continued: “They just pounded on us and laughed at us, I think. It was
take no prisoners. We were the sacrificial lambs.”

We felt like sacrificial lambs too, in part because every away game seemed to be our opponent’s
homecoming. Teams planned celebrations of school and community pride around the nights we
came to town.

Still, at least we had a roster that allowed for substitutions.

“My senior year we played [eventual 1993 Georgia Class A state champion] Lincoln County,
and we went there with maybe 12 people,” Chris Kelley told me. Kelley’s Glascock County
High School lost that day by the score of 72-0. But that was just one game. Kelley was a three-
year starter for Glascock County in Gibson, Georgia, which lost 82 straight contests from 1990
to 1999.

“I got rid of it quick,” Kelley told me when I asked about his quarterbacking philosophy. Now he
is the head coach at his alma mater, the smallest public school in the state to field a high school
football team. He’s entering his 13* year as the team’s head coach, which included an 8-2 season
in 2008. “We’re underdogs,” he told me. “Always have been.”

- What made our losing so frustrating was that—unlike Chris Kelley and Glascock County High—
we had no institutional disadvantages. Sure, we had a different coach every year, and yes, a lot of
the kids had never played football before coming to John Bapst. But very little changed between
when I graduated in 2003 and when Bapst won a state championship in 2008. The biggest



differences: a coach who stuck around, a star running back, and a quarterback who won
conference player of the year.

My brother Dan, who’s now 23, was a junior receiver and defensive back on that title-winning
team. As a 10- and 11-year-old he went to my games with our parents and watched me lose. “I
remember the other kids who went to Bapst and played other sports were always in the stands
and always making smartass comments,” my brother recently told me. “I remember always being
so mad and yelling at them, ‘Why aren’t you playing?’ ”

By the time Dan was on the team, Bapst had some serious athletes. Reporters came to their
practices. John Bapst football became something of a local sensation. “It was just because you
guys were so bad and we had won a state championship,” Dan told me. “[The losing streak]
made it 1,000 percent more miraculous.” You’re welcome, brother.

Looking to the sidelines for help.
Photo illustration by Slate. Photo courtesy of josh Keefe.
Given my 0-23 record, my lack of even mediocre statistics in defeat, and our team’s complete
ineptitude in spite of relative parity with our opponents, I am confident in saying I was the worst
high school quarterback of all time. Sure, there was probably a kid here or there who had to fill
in for an injured starter and had even less of an idea of how to run an offense than I did, but he
wouldn’t have lasted long. Longevity counts for something in this sort of sports debate, and I
never missed a start. | am the Cal Ripken Jr. of losing quarterbacks. Chris Kelley had more
losses than I did, but it’s fair to say that Kelley, who played in football-mad Georgia, would’ve



won some games playing in eastern Maine, where making it to Division III college football was
a big deal and the tackles were more like aggressive hugs than real hits.

And so, wearing the crown, 1 wonder what the point was. I worked really hard for three years to
win a game. There was nothing in this world I wanted more, | prayed for wins afier I stopped

praying for anything else.

After our last game, a relatively close 21-6 loss to our rivals Orono High School, I was
overwhelmed by emotions I didn’t understand and couldn’t express. I was sad, disheartened, and
demoralized, but since 1 had felt that way for most of three years, I was also relieved that it was
finally over—that it was now someone else’s responsibility to lead the John Bapst football team
against mill town teams that calfed us “purple faggots.” I didn’t cry that day. 1 sat on the dark bus
home in stunned silence, that strange mixture of sadness and relief leaving me unable to
articulate anything meaningful when 1 high-fived and hugged my fellow seniors as we left the
locker room for the final time. It was hard to see any purpose in what we had gone through. We
had humiliated ourselves publicly while getting physically beaten in the process. And there was
no payoff at the end.

How does losing every game teach you anything that going 2—7 doesn’t?

Butnow, years later, ] wonder if maybe there was something to be gained from never winning,
My fellow losing quarterbacks certainly think so. “I learned so much from it,” Gunderson, who is
now a chiropractor back in Sturgis, South Dakota, told me. “You get your butt kicked and yet
kids show up every single day, and fight every day, and want to work hard every day. That’s the
real world. I feel I'm a better person for it.”

*“We had a few kids that quit about halfway through the season, they Just didn’t want to do it,”
Gunderson added. “And 1 felt bad for them because if they quit during something like that, you
know they are going to quit later in life, t00.”

“In football, T don’t care if you're on a state championship team, you’re going to get knocked
down from time to time,” Kelley said. “You’re going to get knocked down from time to time. in
life, too, but do you get back up enough? That’s the question. ... You either get up or you don’t.”

It’s true but banal to say that losing teaches you important lessons—nobody disputes that. But
every team faces adversity. Here’s what I’ve never understood: How does losing every game
teach you anything that going 2-7 doesn’t?

1 think I finally have the answer to that question. It didn’t come easily—1I struggled for years to
see just what the “life lesson™ was that parents and coaches insisted I had learned. I had to enter
the real world before I could grasp it, knowing what it was like to be penniless (more than once),
working terrible jobs, sleeping on couches for months at a time, and getting a seemingly endless
trail of rejection letters in response to my writing. ] had to get dumped. I had to lose some hair.
Now, as an adult, I get it.

Life is a hopeless fight against loss and failure. We are all going to die, as will all of our loved
ones. Getting beaten continuously on the football field, sometimes brutally so, illuminates this



existential struggle. It teaches you to find joy in what you’re doing, and the people you are doing
it with, in spite of the inevitable outcome.

As a culture, we try to make every kid feel like a winner. Maybe we should also give every child
a task that he will fail at again and again, along with teammates to fail with. He might learn to
detach himself from winning and losing and learn the value of putting up a good fight. He might
learn that trying and failing to achieve a long-shot dream is better than settling for a passionless
life. He might learn how to lose, which is a valuable skill that this life provides no shortage of
opportunities to put into practice, and yet shockingly few people know how to do well.

I know there are quarterbacks out there who won every game, who got the gitl, who made it on
TV and got their names on statues. It must have been great, conquering a fantasy world. But 1
learned something about living in ours.

I’m proud of all the losing I did. Not everybody keeps at it until they’re the worst to ever play the
game.
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ACAD EMIC PASSION

“Bacon”

Mariam Nassiri
Duke University

THE ALARM CLOCK IS, TO MANY high school students, a wailing
monstrosity whose purpose is to torture all who are sleep-deprived.
Those who believe this are misguided, and are simply viewing the situ-
ation from a twisted perspective. For when these imprudent early-risers
blearily rub their eyes each morning, and search in vain for whatever
is making that earsplitting noise, they are, without a doubt, annoyed.
Why?

It isn’t because the only thing they desire is to sleep a few extra
hours, as many would presume. No, these kids are groggy and irritable
because they are waking up to what they think will be another hor-
ribly boring day of school. If one of these foolish Sallys or Joes were,
say, sleeping comfortably on a Saturday morning, I could certainly see
something different happening. A beautiful breakfast of tantalizing vit-
tles—eggs, hash browns, and the like—would be ready and waiting for
them on their kitchen tables. But the scrumptious delight to outshine
them all would be a slab of bacon, piled proudly for the taking. It
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would be that wafting, wondrous bacon smell that would draw dear,
sweet Sally abruptly from her slumber—long before an alarm clock has
the chance to pierce the air.

Ch, bacon: what a marvelous, glorious thing! I live for those heart-
stoppingly good strips of succulence, sa crispy and crunchy, so packed
with perfection. The thought of having 2 plate of bacon every day, per-
haps every school day, sends me into sheer waves of ecstasy!

To be sure, many others would also wax poetic about this lovely
breakfast food. But precious few would share this same zeal for learn-
ing. 1, however, can smugly decree that I do regard both very highly. I
brightly waken every morning to the mellifluous joy that sounds from
my alarm clock, a huge smile plastered on my face, and the yearning
to learn in my heart.

When I board my school bus Monday through Friday, it is still pitch
black outside. Busmates will groan about how even the day has not
yet dragged itself out of bed; I only chuckle through their thirty-min-
ute rant fest as we chug down the freeway. Opting to be part of a far-
away Magnet school, after all, has its benefits. My peers may still not
look forward to waking up earlier, but when we are all together in
a classroom, we take on the “bacon mentality.” I have the opportu-
nity to choose from a wealth of diverse classes, and love arriving to
school each day with the prospect of having a new Spanish History
Jesson—taught to me in Spanish, for a change. Teachers, driven by
the enthusiasm of their Magnet students, are inspired to create new
classes for advanced students, including those who have completed AP
Spanish Literature and are still eager to learm more, or those who want
to learn about a specific aspect of a subject—we now have a Middle
Eastern History class. Not to be outdone, the post-AP exam period
of my English Language class included an intensive literature study,
where we laughed at good ol’ Yossarian in Catch-22, and developed a
strong attachment to Jay Gatsby. 'd like to think that The Great Gatsby’s
pursuit of Daisy is not unlike my own pursuit of bacon. I've gobbled up
new knowledge rapidly, hankering after it like any elusive bacon strip,
and happily digesting any new bits of information.

But six classes a year are simply not enough to satisfy my hunger
for knowledge. Just as I eat bacon all three meals of the day (when pos-
sible), T attempt to learn all days of the week. Rather than make another
trip to some lackluster movie theatre on the weekend, 1 dedicate my
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time to reading another good book, or reviewing Economics with my
friends. But high school is starting to smell like leftovers to me now; 1
want fresh, new, crisp learning. I want not to read a textbook written by
a renowned professor: 1 want to hear him speak directly. I'm ready for
the university, and hunger for all the new opportunities waiting for me!
I've finished my breakfast, and now it’s time to get going to school.

Mariam's essay "Bacon” uses lively language and plenty of humor
to tell a story that highlights her eagerness to go to school. Her writing
is casual and funny, and it conveys in a personal and genuine way her
enthusiastic attitude. “Bacon” reminds us that topics do not have to be
serious to be sincere.

The metaphor of bacon is a very memorable one in image, smell,
texture, and taste. Mariam capitalizes on these features in her beauti-
ful—and mouthwatering!—descriptors of a Saturday morning breakfast
of eggs. With a touch of humor and a hint of parody, she writes, “Oh,
bacon: what a marvelous, glorious thing! | live for those heartstopping-
ly good strips of succulence, so crispy and crunchy, so packed with
perfection. The thought of having a plate of bacon every day, perhaps
every school day, sends me into sheer waves of ecstasy!”

Just when this celebration of bacon begins to appear over-the-top,
and readers are beginning to worry that Mariam swapped a food mag-
azine piece with her college admissions essay, she links the succulent
bacon metaphor with school: “To be sure, many others would also wax
poetic about this lovely breakfast food. But precious few would share
this same zeal for learning.” Though Mariam takes a risk in waxing po-
etic over bacon, she does so with carefully calculated dramatic effect
that ultimately pays off, We are convinced that the “yearning to learn” is
deeply engrained in our bacon-lover and early-riser author.

Mariam’s narrative also shows us the sacrifices she makes for at-
tending a Magnet school far from home. Her use of the phrase "ba-
con mentality” is original and creative. Mariam's descriptions of her
classes are specific enough to prevent them from reading like a list.
Rather, she demonstrates the depth of her commitment in her classes
by citing specific details fike Yossarian in Catch-22. Mariam's essay
demonstrates how she is able to fit impressive details of her life into a
narrative framework, a strategy that can avoid the pitfall of sounding
like bragging. Mariam follows the "show, don't tell” mantra when she
mentions the Magnet school in the context of her long early-morning
bus ride, and in celebrating her Spanish history class, which is impres-
sively taught in Spanish.
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At the end of the essay, the bacon metaphor may seem overdone
to some readers, as Mariam has “gobbled up new knowledge rapidly,
hankering after it like any elusive bacon strip” and has expressed a
desire for “fresh, new crisp” learning to satisfy her “hunger for knowl-
edge.” She might have reduced the number of mentions of bacon and
hunger. However, Mariam’s essay ultimately stands out for its origi-
nality and unpredictable connections, like linking The Great Gatsby
to—what else?—bacon.

\‘Beyond Plug-and-Chug Math”

Angnymous
MIT

1 HAVE Al WAYS BEEN A MATH-SCIENCE girl. 1 sighed and/Aulked
through cla¥ses on US History and French in eager anticipagon of the
formulas and Mpplications I would be learning later in the day. [ believe
there are many ¥ctors which attribute to my success Awo being my
fascination and pep§jstence.

When 1 was severN once asked what math w8 good for and why
I should learn it. The angwer I received simply€oes not do math jus-
tice, “One day when you'r\in line at the grog€ry store the cashier will
give you too little change angd youw’ll be glid you learned this.” Now
in calculus 1 see the applicatiod\of all thése once foreign symbols, for-
mulas, and letters. | am often am¥zed/by the calculations 1 am able to
do using the cumulative informatig acquired from nearly 12 years of
education, such as how to maxipize Ne volume of a box given a cer-
tain surface area. Math is notfust plug Wnd chug as many view it but
it requires creativity and thyfking out of thg box to solve the problems
encountered in the real world. Beauty lies thits simplicity and in the
fact that proofs and obgérvations are what broulht the golden rectangle
from ancient Greecg/Pascal’s triangle, and the Pythagorean Theorem as
well as a host of gther theorems, equations, and pogtulates. Math has
made the impgfsible possible and the once long andMgdious, simple
and quick. Phe genius of it is amazing as well as the facthat any per-
son 1s capble of applying and discovering it. 1 draw graphs\gnd try to
make ghapes from functions for fun, count to 10 to calm doq, and
sav¢/money at the store, too. For all of these reasons and many mdyg, 1

fascinated by math



